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The history of midwifery in Iran, in the form of academic education, is now 100 years old. Before this, there was no classic midwifery education; only traditional midwives had this task, and their lack of knowledge led to high maternal and neonatal mortality. For the first time in 1919 1 , ten students of the Franco-Persian school (a special school for girls) in Tehran were selected to train as midwives through hospital-based training. This was the basis of academic midwifery education in Iran. The first Midwifery school officially opened in 1926 2 , while in 1929 the midwifery school became affiliated with the faculty of medicine. The students of this school were obligated to possess primary school certification (5 years of formal education). The duration of education of midwifery at that time was 3 years 3 . In 1955, nursing and midwifery training were merged, and the title of 'registered nursemidwife' was awarded following 3 years nursing and 12-18 months of midwifery courses. From 1970 until 1985, due to a significant lack of midwives in the work force, a two-year associate degree of midwifery was initiated, after obtaining a high school diploma.
For the first time, in 1986, a Bachelor of Midwifery program was launched as an independent major in a few national universities, and this was a turning point for academic midwifery in Iran. One hundred years after the start of academic education in midwifery, more than 30000 midwives (with Bachelor's, Master's and PhD degrees in midwifery) work in the Iranian public health system. In recent years, Iran has achieved remarkable progress in maternal and 
